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the right lymphatic duct. Each of these large vessels opens into
the subclavian vein of the corresponding side of the body (see
Fig. 3-24).                                           -                ...
The lymph nodes (or glands). At certain strategic points in
the course of the medium-sized lymph vessels are situated
small ovoid or round structures composed of lymphoid tissue.
These are the lymph nodes (Fig. 3-25). The lymph in its
course from the tissue spaces to the point where it is returned to
the blood must pass through the lymph nodes, which act, in a
sense, as filters; any bacteria which enter the lymph current
and would, otherwise, enter the blood stream are thus removed.
In the upper part of the body lymph nodes arc situated in the
subcutaneous tissue on the inside of the front of the elbow joint
(Fig. 3-24), in the armpit,, behind the ear, and running down
either side of the neck. Those in the armpit and at the elbow
drain lymph from the hand, those of the neck receive lymph
from the head and throat. A group of lymph nodes can be
felt as hard shot-like objects in the groin; they receive lymph
from the external genital organs and lower limbs. Another
group of lymph nodes, situated behind the knee, drain lymph
from the foot and leg. Lymph nodes are also situated more
deeply in the tissues of the neck and limbs, as well as along the
course of the lymph vessels draining the viscera. When the
hand or foot is infected, the lymph glands at the elbow and
armpit in the one instance, and at the knee or in the groin in
the other, may become inflamed and swollen as a result of
bacteria or their products which have been carried upward by
the lymph current. In septic conditions of the scalp, throat or
ear, the nodes receiving lymph from the infected area become
similarly involved. Within the nodes, bacteria are attacked by
leucocytes and other phagocytic cells. The lymph nodes must,
therefore, be looked upon as important elements of defense
against the invasion of the blood by microorganisms travelling
along the lymphatic channels. They constitute a second de-
fense lkie,f the phagocytic cells at the primary site of infection
bearing the first shock of the attack.
The lymph nodes, and other collections of lymphoid tissue